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THE SUMMER 
OF 2013 LEADS 

by Bill Ballew

It would be safe to say that Logan Allen will never forget 
the summer of 2013. The high school junior spent 
two-plus months traveling from one end of the country 

to the other, as well as north and south along the East Coast. 
He played in numerous events and was part of three national 
championships, all the while contemplating two of the 
biggest decisions that will shape his baseball career for 
years to come.
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By the time his hectic, non-stop schedule came to a close, 
the 16-year-old Allen found himself in some familiar sur-
roundings, but no longer at his high school near his home 
in Fletcher, North Carolina. Instead, the left-handed pitcher 
and hard-hitting fi rst baseman was focusing on becoming 
the best player he can be by enrolling at IMG Academy in 
Bradenton, Florida.
“This place is unlike any other place in the country when 

it comes to sports,” Allen said during the early days of the 
2014 season. “I go to school for three-and-a-half hours, I 
get my schoolwork done, and then I immediately go play 
baseball every day, from 1:30 until 6 or so. I get so much 
baseball that I almost get sick of it sometimes, but that’s not 
really the case. We get one day off a week and most of the 
time I’m still going out and playing that day as well. I really 
love the game and I love being here.”
Yet what had Allen more excited than anything was the op-

portunity to lead a pitching staff on a team that may have as 
much talent as any high school squad in the country. That 
was evident in the Ascenders’ opening game of the regular 
season when IMG defeated Arlington Country Day, 18-0. 
Shortstop Taylor Lane, a Florida signee, went 3-for-3 with a 
home run, outfi elder Andrew DiLacqua, who has committed 
to Arizona State, went 4-for-4 with four RBIs, and outfi elder 
Luke Bonfi eld, an Arkansas commit, went 1-for-2 with a 
home run.
The most dominant performance, however, occurred on 

the mound. Making his debut for IMG, Allen struck out 15 
batters over fi ve shutout innings. The southpaw mixed his 
upper 80s fastball that touches the low 90s with his solid 
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Logan with Lou Presuitti, owner of Cooperstown Dreams Park; above right, Logan pitching at Cooperstown Dreams Park.

changeup and curveball to keep the Arlington 
Country Day hitters off-balance throughout the 
contest. That showing matched the pre-season 
expectations of the players, and left Allen won-
dering how well the Ascenders can play as the 
campaign progresses.
“This team is different than any team I’ve 

played on,” Allen said. “A lot of these guys know 
they have a big league future, and we’re still 
coming together and developing our chemistry. 
But the talent on this team is off the charts.
“The way it looks at this point, I’ll probably get 

the most innings, and I’ll be playing fi rst base 
when I’m not pitching. It’s a good setup. I love 
playing fi rst base and I love getting to hit a little 
bit. I like being that number one guy that they 
look to when they need to win a big game. And 
having these guys playing behind me when 
I’m on the mound makes it so much easier to 
just concentrate on what I need to do to get the 
batter out.”
As remarkable as his IMG debut may have 

been, it was nothing Allen does not expect from 
himself. Baseball has been the driving force in 
his life since he was old enough to swing a bat 
and throw a ball. He excelled at every youth 
league level and on several travel ball teams 
before getting his fi rst national recognition at 
age 12. In the summer of 2011, Allen estab-
lished the home run record at the Cooperstown 
Dreams Park.
His four-week stint started when he traveled 

with the Carolina Cougars from Mooresville, 
North Carolina, and had success while hitting 
a half-dozen home runs and establishing the 
record for most pickoffs in a week. Shortly after 
returning home, Allen received a call from Lou 
Presuitti, owner of Dreams Park.
“Mr. Presuitti said he was impressed and that 

he felt like I was one of the best baseball play-
ers he had seen come through there,” Allen 
said. “He wanted to help me come back up 
to play for a team he was assembling. It was 
called the Louisville Sluggers and the coach 
was Guy Lynam. He was a catcher in the big 
leagues and is the director of All Out Baseball. 
He really helped me out with his advice, mainly 
just a lot of little things. I wound up hitting 12 
or 13 home runs and we advanced to the fi nal 
four.
“After that, Mr. Persuitti put me on another 

team in each of the next two weeks. I had a 
10-home run week and then hit eight in my fi nal 
week. It turned out to be 36 home runs, which 
beat the previous record by one. It was a great 
experience, and I will never forget that. It was 
like baseball heaven, being in Cooperstown 
playing the game with the old-school look and 
going to the Hall of Fame. Any time I’m strug-
gling now I always think about why I’m playing 
baseball. One reason is for my brother and the 
other is because it’s so much fun. And when I 
think about having fun in baseball, I think back 
on playing in Cooperstown and the atmosphere 
up there. It’s like I went from one baseball 
heaven when I was 12 to another one here at 
IMG.”
At the time Allen attended middle school at 

Carolina Day in Asheville, North Carolina. He 
continued to have exceptional success, which 

led his dad, Norman, and mom, Dale, to search for opportunities to broaden the young 
player’s horizons. He attended various camps, including one conducted by current San 
Francisco Giants scout Donnie Suttles. Suttles played baseball at Western Carolina 
University and pitched in the Cleveland Indians’ organization before injuries forced him 
to turn to coaching and later scouting. His initial encounter with Allen came when the 
youngster was 13, which proved to be the start of a long-term working relationship.
“Right away what struck me was Logan’s desire to improve,” Suttles said. “He had 

never thrown a changeup, so that fi rst time I met him we started working on adding one 
to his repertoire. A lot of players will quit if they don’t have immediate success with a 
new pitch, but Logan took it and really worked hard on it. He showed a relentless desire 
to be the best, and I’ve seen that in him every time we’ve worked together. Scouts often 
say that if you put a brain with ability, you have a dangerous guy. To me, that describes 
Logan.”
Around this same time, Norman came across the IMG Wood Bat League and suggest-

ed to Logan that it would be a good opportunity to see how he stacked up against some 
of the country’s top performers. As a result, Allen made his fi rst trip to the Bradenton 
campus and spent four weeks when he was 14 while more than holding his own against 
other talented players. He returned to IMG the following summer, prior to his freshman 
year of high school, and emerged as the winner of six different individual awards. It was 
then, according to Allen, when he realized he could approach baseball as being more 
than a hobby.

In the beginning! 
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After playing his fi rst two years of high school 
at T.C. Roberson in Arden, North Carolina, 
Allen put together a lifetime’s worth of memo-
ries over the course of last summer. Several of 
those moments occurred while playing with the 
Evoshield Canes. In his fi rst start with the Canes 
while twirling for their 16u team, Allen tossed a 
no-hitter. From there he was part of the Canes’ 
Perfect Game 16u World Wood Bat Associa-
tion national championship at the East Cobb 
Complex in Marietta, Georgia, on July 12-19, 
the Perfect Game 17u World Series at Good-
year Ballpark in Arizona on July 21-25, and the 
Perfect Game WWBA World Championship, held 
at the Roger Dean Complex in Jupiter, Florida, 
on October 24-28.
“I can’t thank Jeff Petty and the Evoshield 

organization enough for giving me the opportu-
nity to play and for my college recruitment,” Allen 
said. “I wouldn’t be where I am without them. We 
wound up winning the 16U World Wood Bat in 
Atlanta, which was incredible to be the number 
one team out of more than 100. To go back the 
next week, to fl y to Arizona and play for the older 
team and pitch in the championship game was 
amazing as well. I didn’t know if I could hang 
against those guys in the 111-degree heat but 
it was another unbelievable experience. The 
one that was the most exciting was the one in 
Jupiter. We went 12-0, but every game was a 
nail-biter.”
Among the other events Allen participated in 

was the Perfect Game Underclass All-American 
Games at Cunningham Stadium at the Univer-
sity of San Diego on August 12-13. He also had 
the opportunity to pitch at Citi Field in New York 
with the Canes, which included a clubhouse visit 
with the New York Mets.
“All of the travel and all the things that have 

happened over the past year are hard to put into 
words,” Allen said. “I try to take everything as it 
happens, but it can be overwhelming when you 
look at everything. I have a lot of things sched-
uled for this year, such as the Area Code Games 
and the East Coast Pro. It’s a lot but I love it. I 
would do it every month of every year if I could.”
Throughout his travels, Allen has become 

friends with many of the top players that will be 
in his draft class in 2015. He says that see-
ing these players on a regular basis serves as 
a constant reminder of how hard he needs to 
work in order to be considered among the top 
prospects. That realization, combined with his 
previous experience in the Wood Bat League, 
made the decision to attend IMG as a full-time 
student at the beginning of his junior year some-
what clearer.
“It did make it easier after seeing the improve-

ments I made while coming down to the Wood 
Bat Leagues,” Allen said. “The tweaks many of 
the coaches made with me wound up helping 
me immediately. But it still wasn’t an easy deci-
sion. My parents were ready to have me come 
here my freshman year because they thought it 
was the right place to go. I wanted to stay closer 
to home for a year or two, but it was always 
a case of not if I was coming back to IMG but 
when. Everything just came together before my 
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junior year and we realized it was time to do it to start really improving and getting the 
full experience. It’s the best place I could possibly be from every angle.”
His decision to attend IMG coincided with Allen making the early commitment to 

attend the University of South Carolina. He took part in the program’s camp on the 
Columbia, South Carolina, campus early last summer and came away impressed with 
everything head coach Chad Holbrook and the Gamecocks had to offer.
“It was a relief to get the decision-making process behind me, but I know I need 

to start working even harder to make certain I’m ready to go to South Carolina and 
contribute,” Allen said. “It was nice to know that I was done with college recruiting 
and that I didn’t have to worry about looking for a school. That way I can just focus 
on playing baseball and keeping up with my studies so that I’m as prepared as I can 
possibly be.

“There were a few things I loved about South Carolina. First and foremost 
was making sure my family was comfortable with it and that the academics 
met with their approval. When they saw that it was one of the top schools 
for international business, they were all in. Plus it’s only two hours from 
home in Asheville. I don’t like being too far away from my mom and dad 
and (brothers) Phillip and Bryce. I never thought I would commit to South 
Carolina because the University of Florida was always my dream school. 
But when I got on campus at USC, something just felt right. UF didn’t feel 
right to me; I didn’t feel right at Stanford or most other schools. South 
Carolina has great facilities and their coaching is set up more like a big 
league organization rather than their coaches trying to win to make them-
selves look better. They’re trying to prepare their players for the next level 
while winning a national championship at the same time.”
His mother, Dale, however, initially did not want her son to be a Game-

cock. Logan listened to his mom and knew it was in his best interests to 
compare what South Carolina had to offer with as many other schools as 
possible. As a result, they wound up spending any free moment during 
their travels last summer making visits to various programs in North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Arizona, California and a handful of 
other states.

Top: Logan with coach Dave Moates and ODU coach Matt Madrid; 
Bottom: Logan with Jeff Petty (Evoshield Canes owner) with his MVP Pitcher trophy, 
two national champ rings and a World Champ ring and a commemorative bat that 
Louisville Slugger made for him.

Top: Logan at All-America Underclass Game; bottom - pitching at Citi Field.
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“She hated the name Gamecocks; she hated everything about it,” Allen 

said with a laugh. “She wanted me to be in Gainesville as a Gator. She 
also wanted me to look at Florida State some more. When I received 
interest from Stanford, she wanted me to go there more than anything in 
the world. But I visited every school that had interest in me and had the 
caliber of baseball that I wanted to play. I took my time and talked with 
the coaches down here at IMG and others that I had known and every-
one said they thought it was the best thing for me. The recruiting process 
was not easy for me or for my family. I’m thankful that my parents didn’t 
let me commit early because I would not be as sure as I am now about 
the decision I wound up making.”
Since being at IMG on a full-time basis, Allen has had the opportunity to 

not only work with some of the premier coaches in the game but also pick 
the brains of some of baseball’s best players. He had the chance to throw 
with Pittsburgh Pirates outfi elder Andrew McCutchen and talk to such 
standouts as Pirates third baseman Pedro Alvarez and Chicago Cubs 
shortstop Starlin Castro. Allen says he has learned as much by watch-
ing the way the players go about their business and work constantly to 
improve their games, traits that he hopes will some day in the near future 
allow him to follow in their footsteps.
“I realize how fortunate I am to be in a place that offers so much to a 

young player,” Allen said. “Every day is amazing, whether it’s learning 
something new or seeing other guys take their games to another level. 
It’s motivating and inspirational, and I plan on getting every single thing I 
can out of my experience while I’m here helping our team play as well as 
we possibly can.”

Both pictures, Logan at USC camp.




